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Dear Family & Friends in Christ, 
 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
 

During the month of November we remember one of the most well known saints of 
the Orthodox Church, St. John the Golden-Mouth, better known as Chrysostom. His 
commemoration this year is even more special as we celebrate in 2007 the 1600th  
anniversary of his repose. St. John was and still is an inspiration to preachers and 
teachers as he faithfully and fearlessly confessed the faith. What is little known is that 
this giant of a figure, the great Patriarch of Constantinople, was deposed, shamed, and 
had collapsed in exhaustion in the snowy mountains of present day Armenia and cried 
out, “Glory to God for all things!” when he died. 
 

This terrible injustice leveled upon John came from a culmination of a bitter           
relationship between him and the Empress Eudoxia. Once when challenged by       
Eudoxia, and threatened to be exiled out of the empire for something hardly worthy of 
the threat, St. John boldly replied to her: “You cannot banish me from Christ.” She 
then increased her threat and said, “Then I will take your life!” John again humbly 
replied, “No you cannot. I live and have my being in Christ.” Getting frustrated she 
then said, “Then I will confiscate all your wealth!” Again, defiantly, but calmly, St. 
John       retorted, “You cannot, for in Christ I have all riches.” At last the Empress, 
seeing that nothing else was working said in a last ditch effort: “Then I will cause you 
to lose all your friends, and you will be ostracized and an outcast!” Boldly John      
answered her and said, “Ah, but you cannot, for I have a Friend that sticks to me 
closer than a brother.” 
 
St. John was a fearless hierarch and defender of the faith, not willing to back down by 
threats or accusations. He was also humble enough to die in shame for the sake of 
standing up to that truth. May he from who’s lips “grace shines forth”  inspire us 
with the same boldness, faith and love of God to be beacons illuminating 
the universe.  
 
With much love and God’s blessing, 
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Thursday, November 8:  

Akathist to the Archangels: 6:30 pm 
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Tuesday, November 20:  

Great Vespers & Litiya: 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, November 21:  

Divine Liturgy: 7:30 am 
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Wednesday, November 21: 

Moliben of Thanksgiving 7:30 pm 
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*On the evening of November 21, our parish will be hosting a                
Pan-Orthodox Service of Thanksgiving. Please make every effort to 
come! As we as a nation gather to give thanks for all the Goodness 
God has given us, it is only right that we as a local Orthodox 
Church community come together and offer our prayers of   
Thanksgiving and Fellowship. This short service will begin at    
7:30 pm, followed by a sermon and some light refreshments. Please 
plan on joining us.  Let us give thanks to the Lord!  
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